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How Will This Guide Help Me?
As the owner or operator of an auto body shop, you have to stay on
top of a number of different environmental regulations—rules that
protect air quality, rules that affect the way you should manage your
wastes, and rules that protect water quality. Knowing where to find
these rules is challenging enough. Understanding how to comply
with them might seem even more difficult.

To help you, we have developed this guide for auto body shops.
“We” are the Small Business and Local Government Assistance
(SBLGA) program of the Texas Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity (TCEQ). Our mission is to provide free and confidential assis-
tance to business owners like you.

What’s In This Guide?
In this guide, we discuss the main areas covered by environ-

mental regulations:
■ Air quality (Chapter 1)
■ Waste management (Chapter 2)
■ Water quality (Chapter 3)
■ Pollution prevention (Chapter 4)
Use these chapters to make sure that your auto body shop has

every environmental permit you need and that you are complying
with the rules.

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 end with a list of the violations that TCEQ
environmental investigators find most frequently when they inspect
auto body shops. To make sure that your auto body shop does well
during a TCEQ investigation, you might copy these lists and post
them where your employees will see them every day.

At the end of this guide, you will also find appendixes that con-
tain useful reference information:

■ Appendix A: Permit by Rule 106.436
■ Appendix B: Auto Body Compliance Checklist
■ Appendix C: Emissions Calculations
■ Appendix D: Spray Booth Air Flow Specifications
■ Appendix E: Acceptable Stack Designs
■ Appendix F: Spray Booth Filter Disposal FAQ
■ Appendix G: TCEQ Regional Offices























































































































Where Can I Find the “TCEQ Rules”?
The TCEQ enforces both state and federal environmental rules. These
rules, and how you can obtain them, are briefly explained below.

State Rules
State rules enforced by the TCEQ are found in Title 30 of the Texas
Administrative Code, which we will refer to as “30 TAC” in the rest of this
guide. The TCEQ develops these rules by following state and federal
law and inviting the participation of interested parties. The Texas Secre-
tary of State publishes the official version of these rules in the Texas
Register and on their web site, www.sos.state.tx.us.

Federal Rules
Federal rules are developed and enforced by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), but often the EPA delegates the enforcement
of these rules to the state environmental agency—in Texas, the TCEQ.
EPA rules are found in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations—or
40 CFR, as you will see it in the rest of this guide. You can find these
rules through the EPA web site, www.epa.gov/epahome/cfr40.htm.

Why Read the Rules if I Have This Guide?
As a simplified explanation of the rules, this guide is intended to help
almost all auto body shops comply with environmental regulations. But
this guide is just one tool to use to reach your goal of full compliance. If
you find yourself confused by any part of this guide, remember that the
rule—not this guide—is what you must follow.



Small Business and Local Government Assistance
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Contact Us

On the Phone
For confidential assistance, call us.
Toll free number: 1-800-447-2827

On the Web
We have a great deal of  information on the web.
Web site: www.sblga.info
For compliance information specific to auto body shops, click on “Auto
Body Shops”

Forms and Publications
Single copies of most TCEQ publications and forms are free.
Just place an order.

■ By phone: 512/239-0028
■ By fax: 512/239-4488
■ By mail: TCEQ Publications, MC 195, PO Box 13087,

Austin, TX 78711-3087
■ On the web: www.tceq.state.tx.us (choose the option

“Forms & Publications,” located on the left side of the
TCEQ home page)

Other Useful Web Sites
Occupational Safety and Health Administration:
www.osha.gov/SLTC/autobody/index.html

Automotive Body Repair News:
www.abrn.com/abrn
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