




OLATED: 30 TAC §117.340(a) and §117.9020(2)(A)(i) and THSC,
§382.085(b), by failing to install totalizing fuelßow meters; and 30
TAC §122.145(2)(A), Air Permit Number 02565, General Conditions,
and THSC, §382.085(b), by failing to report deviations regarding fuel
ßow meters on internal combustion engines; PENALTY: $7,455; EN-
FORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Roshondra Lowe, (713) 767-3500;
REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Avenue, Suite H, Houston, Texas
77023-1486, (713) 767-3500.

(40) COMPANY: WTG Jameson, L.P.; DOCKET NUMBER:
2007-1576-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN100210285; LOCATION:
Runnels County, Texas; TYPE OF FACILITY: gas plant; RULE
VIOLATED: 30 TAC §101.10(e) and THSC, §382.085(b), by failing
to submit the annual emission inventory update in a timely man-
ner; PENALTY: $970; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Daniel
Siringi, (409) 898-3838; REGIONAL OFFICE: 1977 Industrial
Boulevard, Abilene, Texas 79602-7833, (915) 698-9674.

TRD-200800282
Mary R. Risner
Director, Litigation Division
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: January 22, 2008

� ‡ � ‡ � ‡
Notice - Extension of Comment Period on the Proposed
Amendments to 30 TAC Chapters 305 and 330

In the November 30, 2007, issue of theTexas Register(32 TexReg
8681), the Texas Commission onEnvironmental Quality (commission)
published a notice of proposed amendments to Chapter 305, Consoli-
dated Permits and Chapter 330, Municipal Solid Waste. The deadline
date for written comments waspublished as January 15, 2008.

The commission has extendedthe deadline for receipt of written
comments to February 22, 2008, for the proposed amendments of
Chapters 305 and 330.

Written comments should be mailed to Patricia Durón, MC 205,
OfÞce of Legal Services, Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, or faxed
to (512) 239-4808. Electronic comments may be submitted at
http://www5.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/ecomments. File size restrictions
may apply to comments being submitted via the eComments sys-
tem. Copies of the proposed rulemaking can be obtained from the
commission’s websiteat http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/rules/pro-
pose_adopt.html. For further information on the proposed review,
please contact Jeff Davis, MSW Permits Section, at (512) 239-6228.

TRD-200800290
Robert Martinez
Director, Environmental Law Division
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: January 23, 2008

� ‡ � ‡ � ‡
Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Revisions to 30 TAC
Chapter 30

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (commission) will
conduct a public hearing to receivetestimony concerning proposed
revisions to 30 TAC Chapter 30, Occupational Licenses and Regis-
trations, under the requirements of Texas Health and Safety Code,
§382.017; and Texas Government Code, Chapter 2001, Subchapter B.

The proposed rulemaking would implement House Bill (HB) 4, HB
1656, and Senate Bill 3, 80th Legislature, 2007. The amendments

would create two new license classiÞcations, irrigation technician and
irrigation inspector, to be consistent with 30 TAC Chapter 344, Land-
scape Irrigation, Texas Occupations Code, §1903.251 and Texas Water
Code, §49.238, and Texas Local Government Code, §401.006.

The commission will hold a public hearing on this proposal in Austin
February 26, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. at the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality Complex located at 12100Park 35 Circle in Building
C, Room 131. The hearing will be structured for the receipt of oral
or written comments by interested persons. Registration will begin 30
minutes prior to the hearing. Individuals may present oral statements
when called upon in order of registration. There will be no open dis-
cussion during the hearing; however, commission staff members will
be available to informally discuss the proposal 30 minutes before the
hearing.

Persons who have special communication or other accommodation
needs who are planning to attend the hearing should contact Kristin
Smith, OfÞce of Legal Services, at (512) 239-0177.

Comments may be submitted to Kristin Smith, MC 205, Of-
Þce of Legal Services, Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, or faxed
to (512) 239-4808. Electronic comments may be submitted at
http://www5.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/ecomments. File size restrictions
may apply to comments submitted through the eComments system. All
comments should reference Rule Project Number 2007-031-030-CE.
The comment period closes March 3, 2008. Copies of the pro-
posed rules can be obtained from the commission’s Web site at
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/rules/propose_adopt.html. For further
information, please contact Terry Thompson, Compliance Support
Division, (512) 239-6095.

TRD-200800231
Robert Martinez
Director, Environmental Law Division
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: January 17, 2008

� ‡ � ‡ � ‡
Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Revisions to 30 TAC
Chapter 291

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (commission) will
conduct a public hearing to receive testimony concerning proposed re-
visions to 30 TAC Chapter 291, Utility Regulations under the require-
ments of Texas Government Code, Chapter 2001, Subchapter B.

The proposed rulemaking would implement Senate Bill 3, §§2.05, 2.06,
2.07, 2.08, 2.32, 2.39, and 7.01; House Bill 149; and House Bill 3475,
80th Legislature, 2007, relating to water utilities. This proposed rule-
making would amend the deÞnition of a landowner for the purpose of
certiÞcate of convenience and necessity (CCN) regulation; allow for
consolidated billing and collection contracts between retail public wa-
ter and sewer providers; allow for adjustments to utility rates to ac-
count for increases or decreases indocumented energy costs; revise the
rules relating toobtaining, amending, and decertifying a municipality’s
CCN for water and sewer service; create new duties of a water service
provider to certain political subdivisions that provide sewer service to
the same area; allow a district to establish different utility rates among
classes of customers; allow a utility that takes over a nonfunctioning
utility to charge reasonable temporary rates and give the utility a rea-
sonable periodof time to bring the nonfunctioning system into compli-
ance with commission rules before the commission assesses penalties;
allow certain counties to operate a utility in the same manner as a mu-
nicipality; and, allow a city to extend a CCN to area outside the city’s
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AN ACT 

relating to regulation of irrigation systems and irrigators. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1.  Section 1903.251, Occupations Code, is amended to 

read as follows: 

Sec. 1903.251.  LICENSE REQUIRED.  (a)  A person must hold a 

license issued by the commission under Chapter 37, Water Code, if 

the person: 

(1)  sells, designs, installs, maintains, alters, 

repairs, or services an irrigation system; 

(2)  provides consulting services relating to an 

irrigation system; [or] 
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(3)  connects an irrigation system to a private or 

public, raw or potable water supply system or any water supply; or 

(4)  inspects an irrigation system for a municipality or 

water district. 

(b)  A person is ineligible for a license under Subsection 

(a)(4) if the person engages in or has a financial or advisory 

interest in an entity that engages in an activity under Subsection 

(a)(1), (2), or (3). 

SECTION 2.  Subchapter H, Chapter 49, Water Code, is amended 

by adding Section 49.238 to read as follows: 

Sec. 49.238.  IRRIGATION SYSTEMS.  (a) A district may adopt 

and enforce rules that require an installer of an irrigation 

system: 

(1)  to hold a license issued under Section 1903.251, 

Occupations Code; and 

(2)  to obtain a permit before installing a system within 
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the boundaries of the district. 

(b)  If a district adopts rules under Subsection (a), the 

rules shall include minimum standards and specifications for 

designing, installing, and operating irrigation systems in 

accordance with Section 1903.053, Occupations Code, and any rules 

adopted by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality under that 

section. 

(c)  A district may employ or contract with a licensed 

plumbing inspector, a licensed irrigation inspector, the district's 

operator, or another governmental entity to enforce the rules. 

(d)  A district may charge an installer of an irrigation 

system a fee for obtaining or renewing a permit under Subsection 

(a)(2).  The district shall set the fee in an amount sufficient to 

enable the district to recover the cost of administering this 

section. 

(e)  This section does not apply to: 
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(1)  an on-site sewage disposal system, as defined by 

Section 366.002, Health and Safety Code; or 

(2)  an irrigation system: 

(A)  used on or by an agricultural operation as 

defined by Section 251.002, Agriculture Code; or 

(B)  connected to a groundwater well used by the 

property owner for domestic use. 

SECTION 3.  Chapter 401, Local Government Code, is amended by 

adding Section 401.006 to read as follows: 

Sec. 401.006.  IRRIGATION SYSTEMS.  (a)  A municipality with a 

population of 20,000 or more by ordinance shall require an 

installer of an irrigation system: 

(1)  to hold a license issued under Section 1903.251, 

Occupations Code; and 

(2)  to obtain a permit before installing a system within 

the territorial limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction of the 
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municipality. 

(b)  The ordinance shall include minimum standards and 

specifications for designing, installing, and operating irrigation 

systems in accordance with Section 1903.053, Occupations Code, and 

any rules adopted by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

under that section. 

(c)  A municipality may employ or contract with a licensed 

plumbing inspector or a licensed irrigation inspector to enforce 

the ordinance. 

(d)  A municipality may charge an installer of an irrigation 

system a fee for obtaining or renewing a permit under Subsection 

(a)(2).  The municipality shall set the fee in an amount sufficient 

to enable the municipality to recover the cost of administering 

this section. 

(e)  This section does not apply to: 

(1)  an on-site sewage disposal system, as defined by 
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Section 366.002, Health and Safety Code; or 

(2)  an irrigation system: 

(A)  used on or by an agricultural operation as 

defined by Section 251.002, Agriculture Code; or 

(B)  connected to a groundwater well used by the 

property owner for domestic use. 

SECTION 4.  This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a 

vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as 

provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this 

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this 

Act takes effect September 1, 2007. 
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______________________________ ______________________________ 

    President of the Senate Speaker of the House       

 
I certify that H.B. No. 1656 was passed by the House on May 1, 

2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 116, Nays 26, 1 present,  not 

voting. 

______________________________ 

Chief Clerk of the House    

 
I certify that H.B. No. 1656 was passed by the Senate on May 

22, 2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 31, Nays 0. 

______________________________ 

Secretary of the Senate     

APPROVED:  _____________________ 

                    Date           

           _____________________ 

                  Governor        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Page - 1 - 

 H.B. No. 4 

 
 
 
 

AN ACT 

relating to water conservation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

SECTION 1.  Section 1.003, Water Code, is amended to read as 

follows: 

Sec. 1.003.  PUBLIC POLICY.  It is the public policy of the 

state to provide for the conservation and development of the 

state's natural resources, including: 

(1)  the control, storage, preservation, and distribution 

of the state's storm and floodwaters and the waters of its rivers 

and streams for irrigation, power, and other useful purposes; 

(2)  the reclamation and irrigation of the state's arid, 

semiarid, and other land needing irrigation; 
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(3)  the reclamation and drainage of the state's 

overflowed land and other land needing drainage; 

(4)  the conservation and development of its forest, 

water, and hydroelectric power; 

(5)  the navigation of the state's inland and coastal 

waters;  [and] 

(6)  the maintenance of a proper ecological environment 

of the bays and estuaries of Texas and the health of related living 

marine resources; and 

(7)  the voluntary stewardship of public and private 

lands to benefit waters of the state. 

SECTION 2.  Subchapter A, Chapter 1, Water Code, is amended by 

adding Section 1.004 to read as follows: 

Sec. 1.004.  FINDINGS AND POLICY REGARDING LAND STEWARDSHIP.  

(a)  The legislature finds that voluntary land stewardship enhances 

the efficiency and effectiveness of this state's watersheds by 
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helping to increase surface water and groundwater supplies, 

resulting in a benefit to the natural resources of this state and 

to the general public.  It is therefore the policy of this state to 

encourage voluntary land stewardship as a significant water 

management tool. 

(b)  "Land stewardship," as used in this code, is the 

voluntary practice of managing land to conserve or enhance suitable 

landscapes and the ecosystem values of the land.  Land stewardship 

includes land and habitat management, wildlife conservation, and 

watershed protection.  Land stewardship practices include runoff 

reduction, prescribed burning, managed grazing, brush management, 

erosion management, reseeding with native plant species, riparian 

management and restoration, and spring and creek-bank protection, 

all of which benefit the water resources of this state. 

SECTION 3.  Subtitle A, Title 2, Water Code, is amended by 

adding Chapter 10 to read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 10. WATER CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Sec. 10.001.  DEFINITIONS.  In this chapter: 

(1)  "Best management practices" has the meaning assigned 

by Section 11.002. 

(2)  "Board" means the Texas Water Development Board. 

(3)  "Commission" means the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality. 

(4)  "Council" means the Water Conservation Advisory 

Council. 

Sec. 10.002.  PURPOSE.  The council is created to provide the 

governor, lieutenant governor, speaker of the house of 

representatives, legislature, board, commission, political 

subdivisions, and public with the resource of a select council with 

expertise in water conservation. 

Sec. 10.003.  CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP.  (a)  The council is 

composed of 23 members appointed by the board. The board shall 
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appoint one member to represent each of the following entities or 

interest groups: 

(1)  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; 

(2)  Department of Agriculture; 

(3)  Parks and Wildlife Department; 

(4)  State Soil and Water Conservation Board; 

(5)  Texas Water Development Board; 

(6)  regional water planning groups; 

(7)  federal agencies; 

(8)  municipalities; 

(9)  groundwater conservation districts; 

(10)  river authorities; 

(11)  environmental groups; 

(12)  irrigation districts; 

(13)  institutional water users; 

(14)  professional organizations focused on water 
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conservation; 

(15)  higher education; 

(16)  agricultural groups; 

(17)  refining and chemical manufacturing; 

(18)  electric generation; 

(19)  mining and recovery of minerals; 

(20)  landscape irrigation and horticulture; 

(21)  water control and improvement districts; 

(22)  rural water users;  and 

(23)  municipal utility districts. 

(b)  Each entity or interest group described by Subsection (a) 

may recommend one or more persons to fill the position on the 

council held by the member who represents that entity or interest 

group.  If one or more persons are recommended for a position on 

the council, the board shall appoint one of the persons recommended 

to fill the position. 
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Sec. 10.004.  TERMS.  (a)  Members of the council serve 

staggered terms of six years, with seven or eight members' terms, 

as applicable, expiring August 31 of each odd-numbered year. 

(b)  The board shall fill a vacancy on the council for the 

unexpired term by appointing a person who has the same 

qualifications as required under Section 10.003 for the person who 

previously held the vacated position. 

Sec. 10.005.  PRESIDING OFFICER.  The council members shall 

select one member as the presiding officer of the council to serve 

in that capacity until the person's term as a council member 

expires. 

Sec. 10.006.  COUNCIL STAFF.  On request by the council, the 

board shall provide any necessary staff to assist the council in 

the performance of its duties. 

Sec. 10.007.  PUBLIC MEETINGS AND PUBLIC INFORMATION.  (a)  

The council may hold public meetings as needed to fulfill its 
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duties under this chapter. 

(b)  The council is subject to Chapters 551 and 552, 

Government Code. 

Sec. 10.008.  INAPPLICABILITY OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE LAW.  

Chapter 2110, Government Code, does not apply to the size, 

composition, or duration of the council. 

Sec. 10.009.  COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.  (a)  Members of the 

council serve without compensation but may be reimbursed by 

legislative appropriation for actual and necessary expenses related 

to the performance of council duties. 

(b)  Reimbursement under Subsection (a) is subject to the 

approval of the presiding officer of the council. 

Sec. 10.010.  POWERS AND DUTIES OF COUNCIL.  The council 

shall: 

(1)  monitor trends in water conservation implementation; 

(2)  monitor new technologies for possible inclusion by 
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the board as best management practices in the best management 

practices guide developed by the water conservation implementation 

task force under Chapter 109, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular 

Session, 2003; 

(3)  monitor the effectiveness of the statewide water 

conservation public awareness program developed under Section 

16.401 and associated local involvement in implementation of the 

program; 

(4)  develop and implement a state water management 

resource library; 

(5)  develop and implement a public recognition program 

for water conservation; 

(6)  monitor the implementation of water conservation 

strategies by water users included in regional water plans; and 

(7)  monitor target and goal guidelines for water 

conservation to be considered by the board and commission. 
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Sec. 10.011.  REPORT.  Not later than December 1 of each even-

numbered year, the council shall submit to the governor, lieutenant 

governor, and speaker of the house of representatives a report on 

progress made in water conservation in this state. 

Sec. 10.012.  DESIGNATION OF CERTIFIED WATER CONSERVATION 

TRAINING FACILITIES STUDY.  (a)  The council shall conduct a study 

to evaluate the desirability of requiring the board to: 

(1)  designate as certified water conservation training 

facilities entities and programs that provide assistance to retail 

public utilities in developing water conservation plans under 

Section 13.146; and 

(2)  give preference to certified water conservation 

training facilities in making loans or grants for water 

conservation training and education activities. 

(b)  Not later than December 1, 2008, the council shall submit 

a written report containing the findings of the study and the 
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recommendations of the council to the governor, lieutenant 

governor, and speaker of the house of representatives. 

(c)  This section expires June 1, 2009. 

SECTION 4.  Section 11.002, Water Code, is amended by adding 

Subdivision (15) to read as follows: 

(15)  "Best management practices" means those voluntary 

efficiency measures developed by the commission and the board that 

save a quantifiable amount of water, either directly or indirectly, 

and that can be implemented within a specified time frame. 

SECTION 5.  Section 11.0235(b), Water Code, is amended to read 

as follows: 

(b)  Maintaining the biological soundness of the state's 

rivers, lakes, bays, and estuaries is of great importance to the 

public's economic health and general well-being.  The legislature 

encourages voluntary water and land stewardship to benefit the 

water in the state, as defined by Section 26.001. 
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SECTION 6.  Subchapter E, Chapter 13, Water Code, is amended 

by adding Section 13.146 to read as follows: 

Sec. 13.146.  WATER CONSERVATION PLAN.  The commission shall 

require a retail public utility that provides potable water service 

to 3,300 or more connections to submit to the executive 

administrator of the board a water conservation plan based on 

specific targets and goals developed by the retail public utility 

and using appropriate best management practices, as defined by 

Section 11.002, or other water conservation strategies. 

SECTION 7.  Section 15.102(b), Water Code, is amended to read 

as follows: 

(b)  The loan fund may also be used by the board to provide: 

(1)  grants or loans for projects that include supplying 

water and wastewater services in economically distressed areas or 

nonborder colonias as provided by legislative appropriations, this 

chapter, and board rules, including projects involving retail 
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distribution of those services; and 

(2)  grants for: 

(A)  projects for which federal grant funds are 

placed in the loan fund; 

(B)  projects, on specific legislative appropriation 

for those projects; or 

(C)  water conservation, desalination, brush 

control, weather modification, regionalization, and projects 

providing regional water quality enhancement services as defined by 

board rule, including regional conveyance systems. 

SECTION 8.  Chapter 16, Water Code, is amended by adding 

Subchapter K to read as follows: 

SUBCHAPTER K.  WATER CONSERVATION 

Sec. 16.401.  STATEWIDE WATER CONSERVATION PUBLIC AWARENESS 

PROGRAM.  (a)  The executive administrator shall develop and 

implement a statewide water conservation public awareness program 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 H.B. No. 4 

 
 
 Page -14 - 

to educate residents of this state about water conservation.  The 

program shall take into account the differences in water 

conservation needs of various geographic regions of the state and 

shall be designed to complement and support existing local and 

regional water conservation programs. 

(b)  The executive administrator is required to develop and 

implement the program required by Subsection (a) in a state fiscal 

biennium only if the legislature appropriates sufficient money in 

that biennium specifically for that purpose. 

Sec. 16.402.  WATER CONSERVATION PLAN REVIEW.  (a)  Each 

entity that is required to submit a water conservation plan to the 

commission under this code shall submit a copy of the plan to the 

executive administrator. 

(b)  Each entity that is required to submit a water 

conservation plan to the executive administrator, board, or 

commission under this code shall report annually to the executive 
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administrator on the entity's progress in implementing the plan. 

(c)  The executive administrator shall review each water 

conservation plan and annual report to determine compliance with 

the minimum requirements established by Section 11.1271 and the 

submission deadlines developed under Subsection (e) of this 

section. 

(d)  The board may notify the commission if the board 

determines that an entity has violated this section or a rule 

adopted under this section.  Notwithstanding Section 7.051(b), a 

violation of this section or of a rule adopted under this section 

is enforceable in the manner provided by Chapter 7 for a violation 

of a provision of this code within the commission's jurisdiction or 

of a rule adopted by the commission under a provision of this code 

within the commission's jurisdiction. 

(e)  The board and commission jointly shall adopt rules: 

(1)  identifying the minimum requirements and submission 
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deadlines for the annual reports required by Subsection (b); and 

(2)  providing for the enforcement of this section and 

rules adopted under this section. 

SECTION 9.  Subchapter Z, Chapter 51, Education Code, is 

amended by adding Section 51.969 to read as follows: 

Sec. 51.969.  ON-SITE RECLAIMED SYSTEM TECHNOLOGIES 

CURRICULUM.  The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board shall 

encourage each institution of higher education to develop 

curriculum and provide related instruction regarding on-site 

reclaimed system technologies, including rainwater harvesting, 

condensate collection, or cooling tower blow down. 

SECTION 10.  Section 447.004, Government Code, is amended by 

adding Subsections (c-1) and (c-2) to read as follows: 

(c-1)  The procedural standards adopted under this section 

must require that on-site reclaimed system technologies, including 

rainwater harvesting, condensate collection, or cooling tower blow 
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down, or a combination of those system technologies, for nonpotable 

indoor use and landscape watering be incorporated into the design 

and construction of: 

(1)  each new state building with a roof measuring at 

least 10,000 square feet; and 

(2)  any other new state building for which the 

incorporation of such systems is feasible. 

(c-2)  The procedural standards required by Subsection (c-1) 

do not apply to a building if the state agency or institution of 

higher education constructing the building: 

(1)  determines that compliance with those standards is 

impractical; and 

(2)  notifies the state energy conservation office of the 

determination and provides to the office documentation supporting 

the determination. 

SECTION 11.  Section 341.042, Health and Safety Code, is 
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amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 341.042.  STANDARDS FOR HARVESTED RAINWATER.  (a)  The 

commission shall establish recommended standards relating to the 

domestic use of harvested rainwater, including health and safety 

standards for treatment and collection methods for harvested 

rainwater intended for drinking, cooking, or bathing. 

(b)  The commission by rule shall provide that if a structure 

is connected to a public water supply system and has a rainwater 

harvesting system for indoor use: 

(1)  the structure must have appropriate cross-connection 

safeguards; and 

(2)  the rainwater harvesting system may be used only for 

nonpotable indoor purposes. 

(c)  Standards and rules adopted by the commission under this 

chapter governing public drinking water supply systems do not apply 

to a person: 
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(1)  who harvests rainwater for domestic use; and 

(2)  whose property is not connected to a public drinking 

water supply system. 

SECTION 12.  Chapter 401, Local Government Code, is amended by 

adding Section 401.006 to read as follows: 

Sec. 401.006.  WATER CONSERVATION BY HOME-RULE MUNICIPALITY.  

A home-rule municipality may adopt and enforce ordinances requiring 

water conservation in the municipality and by customers of the 

municipality's municipally owned water and sewer utility in the 

extraterritorial jurisdiction of the municipality. 

SECTION 13.  Section 1903.053, Occupations Code, is amended to 

read as follows: 

Sec. 1903.053.  STANDARDS.  (a)  The commission shall adopt by 

rule and enforce standards governing: 

(1)  the connection of irrigation systems to any water 

supply; 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 H.B. No. 4 

 
 
 Page -20 - 

(2)  the design, installation, and operation of 

irrigation systems; 

(3)  water conservation; and 

(4)  the duties and responsibilities of licensed 

irrigators. 

(b)  [The commission may adopt standards for irrigation that 

include water conservation, irrigation system design and 

installation, and compliance with municipal codes. 

[(c)]  The commission may not require or prohibit the use of 

any irrigation system, component part, or equipment of any 

particular brand or manufacturer. 

(c)  In adopting standards under this section, the commission 

shall consult the council. 

SECTION 14.  Section 151.355, Tax Code, is amended to read as 

follows: 

Sec. 151.355.  WATER-RELATED EXEMPTIONS.  The following are 
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exempted from taxes imposed by this chapter: 

(1)  rainwater harvesting equipment or supplies, water 

recycling and reuse equipment or supplies, or other equipment, 

services, or supplies used solely to reduce or eliminate water use; 

(2)  equipment, services, or supplies used solely for 

desalination of surface water or groundwater; 

(3)  equipment, services, or supplies used solely for 

brush control designed to enhance the availability of water; 

(4)  equipment, services, or supplies used solely for 

precipitation enhancement; 

(5)  equipment, services, or supplies used solely to 

construct or operate a water or wastewater system certified by the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as a regional system;  

[and] 

(6)  equipment, services, or supplies used solely to 

construct or operate a water supply or wastewater system by a 
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private entity as a public-private partnership as certified by the 

political subdivision that is a party to the project; and 

(7)  tangible personal property specifically used to 

process, reuse, or recycle wastewater that will be used in 

fracturing work performed at an oil or gas well. 

SECTION 15.  The change in law made by this Act to Section 

151.355, Tax Code, does not affect taxes imposed before the 

effective date of this Act, and the law in effect before the 

effective date of this Act is continued in effect for purposes of 

the liability for and collection of those taxes. 

SECTION 16.  As soon as practicable on or after the effective 

date of this Act, the Texas Water Development Board shall appoint 

the initial members of the Water Conservation Advisory Council, as 

required by Section 10.003, Water Code, as added by this Act.  In 

making the initial appointments, the board shall designate seven 

members to serve terms expiring August 31, 2009, eight members to 
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serve terms expiring August 31, 2011, and eight members to serve 

terms expiring August 31, 2013. 

SECTION 17.  Section 15.102(b), Water Code, as amended by this 

Act, applies only to an application for financial assistance filed 

with the Texas Water Development Board on or after the effective 

date of this Act. An application for financial assistance filed 

before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in 

effect on the date the application was filed, and the former law is 

continued in effect for that purpose. 

SECTION 18.  Not later than January 1, 2008, the Texas Water 

Development Board and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

jointly shall adopt rules as required by Section 16.402(e), Water 

Code, as added by this Act. 

SECTION 19.  Not later than June 1, 2008, the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality shall adopt standards as required by 

Section 1903.053, Occupations Code, as amended by this Act, to take 
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effect January 1, 2009. 

SECTION 20.  (a)  Except as provided by Subsection (b) of this 

section, this Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of 

two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by 

Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not 

receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes 

effect September 1, 2007. 

(b)  Section 10 of this Act takes effect September 1, 2009. 
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______________________________ ______________________________ 

  President of the Senate Speaker of the House       

 
I certify that H.B. No. 4 was passed by the House on May 1, 

2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 130, Nays 1, 1 present, not 

voting; that the House refused to concur in Senate amendments to 

H.B. No. 4 on May 25, 2007, and requested the appointment of a 

conference committee to consider the differences between the two 

houses; and that the House adopted the conference committee report 

on H.B. No. 4 on May 27, 2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 144, 

Nays 1, 2 present, not voting. 

______________________________ 

Chief Clerk of the House    
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I certify that H.B. No. 4 was passed by the Senate, with 

amendments, on May 23, 2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 30, Nays 

0; at the request of the House, the Senate appointed a conference 

committee to consider the differences between the two houses; and 

that the Senate adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No. 

4 on May 28, 2007, by the following vote:  Yeas 30, Nays 0. 

______________________________ 

Secretary of the Senate    

APPROVED: __________________ 

                 Date        

          __________________ 

               Governor        



S.B. No. 3 

 

SECTION 2.34.  Section 1903.053, Occupations Code, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 1903.053.  STANDARDS.  (a)  The commission shall 

adopt by rule and enforce standards governing: 

(1)  the connection of irrigation systems to any 

water supply; 

(2)  the design, installation, and operation of 

irrigation systems; 

(3)  water conservation; and 

(4)  the duties and responsibilities of licensed 

irrigators. 

(b)  [The commission may adopt standards for 

irrigation that include water conservation, irrigation 

system design and installation, and compliance with 

municipal codes. 

[(c)]  The commission may not require or prohibit the 

use of any irrigation system, component part, or equipment 

of any particular brand or manufacturer. 

(c)  In adopting standards under this section, the 

commission shall consult the council. 

 




